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CHAPTER X.

Pnnfonl (Jural na lila
firr liri .'ik'ii it rl"itr It h it rrlliih

mime hat iifTfrtnl hv th" tnraaure. ul
hla prrplrxltlra. I'arlv lliuuuh H waa,
l.rtiorn wiih nlrt'ii.l In hrr piare, briirl- -

Inn o rr her .Irak, nml I uurn. lio hint
JiM nrrlvril, nt b".v dlvrtllnn hrr
aelf of Iirr rent rr"' In'. Qurnt wnlohi'il

Inltrr iinpiiil. nil
Itlli"Well?" hi edited. j

t.nurn ramn forward. atralKhtenlnn
her hair with her htiiuli.

"No no." ahe aiiawered. "I apent the
evt iiIiik In Ih" rlub. and I (nlked with ;

two men who knew Cralfj, bul I
couldn't Rt on to an thin. Prom all
I eould hear of the man, reaKeUbl.
lty la hla mlddla name."

'Thal'i th profeaaor' ow n Ide.
Queat remarked Rrlmly.

"We're fairly up analnat It. boaa."
Laura alRbed. "Th beat thing we
can do la to Ret on to another job.
The Hhrlnliol.lt woman b Rot ber
Jrwela bark, or will have at noon to-

day. I bet ahe won't worry about the
thief. Then the profeiaor' moldy old
akeletnn waa returned to him. even If
II waa burned up afterwarda. I nhould
tal:e nn aomelliliiR f retli "

"('inri he done." Qural replied ahort- -

I'. "Look here. Rirla. your averaxn
Int. llena are often apt to lilt upon
the truth, when a man nn area too
fnr ahead roca roiR. Kub ("rala
nut. Any ollirr poiixlble P'Tho'I oerur
lo you? Speak out. I.enora Vou'te
aiiiiif ihlnpt on yo'ir mind. I ciin are."

"I'm afraid r 'II IhiikIi h! me." alio
brRan tetilallvely.

"Won'i hurl you If I d.." Ij'u-it- rr-pl-

d
I cun'l help thltililn! of Mai'ilou-unl.-

I.ni.irn ruiiilnneil lalliiiiKly. "II"
haa never I n rernpiurrd I don'i
know wlir'hrr In 'a ilmd t allve. H

hail a prrfrrt pnaalnn fo.- Ifuílt. II

he la iilltt , lir would lie ihpi nilr ii;id
oulil atirmpt anythltiR."
Qiii hI aiiiukrd In allrnre for a

"I KUfKt the rrturil of the rwila
a. imiiii. il the Miiriluuüiil Ihrnrv," he
ri'tnarked. "lir vmildn't In likely Hi

pnrl villi I lir hi ii IT t Inn lie'd otu r unl
IiIh IiuiuIh on It I'owrver I u ! . a t n

nieulit. when we Iiinl ii tii'i'iu m'a apnre
tlnir. lo In ik lulo Hint ( ' '. lu

W'i'il tu' r It ni Ht;mnlit

aiiv Ciiii'i d.i iniy huriu."
"I know ilir afilón l'"k" on the

riil'tiiiy HI the ri.it "Ii". he illn)'
piii'i il." I it ura aunui.iK'. "I

"Thrn Jlltl lake til" Haiti il.i'AD to
Moun'wa i -- th it llir nrarrcl riiit
mul lent liiim ii lilui," Ui.. . ill i r. i
r.l "Trv a id ro'iil" hlin lo I. mi
ua tin kiiuk'h l.iiiiil.ur in K" il'ittn the
Mm IiIiimi n'.id I il to ' e on In
I'll Illlll III" I ilr "

"Tak .tun loiiRcr." I.entira re
mark i. at ah n mul nfT to put mi
hrr Jii.--I rl "'." rara do It In a

ipiurtrr of mi hour."
"ClUl'l hr'p Illlll." QueKt replied.

".Vila lit li.hualfa coiiiIiik lu re to lilen--

If y hrr Jrwela at twelve orlo. k. ami I

run t run any rink of there betiiR no
train bin k. Yuu'd bellrr be maklni
pood wllh the arrllon boaa. Tak
plriity of billa with you."

"Sure! Tbat'a eaay enough." l.aura
promised blm. "I'll be walllnil fol
you "

She hurried off and (Jurat
hla own preparation!, from

hla aafe he took one uf the amall
lilurk lumpa of opluiilve to which h(
hml once before owed hla life, and fit
Ird It carefully In a amall rate wltb
a coll of wire and an electric lighter
lie looked at bla revolver and

It. K.nully lie ranc the bull,
fur lila i onfl. Initial vnlel.

"Koaa." he ake.l. "who elte la tbcri
here lotlay bmldra you?" I

"No one today, air." . !

"J ti nl aa well, perhapa," (jueat ob
aerved. "I.lairn, tloaa. I am roIiir out
now lor an Imur or two. hut I uliall Ix
bark al inlil.l.iy Hr nit iiilu r thai. Mra

.Khiiiiliol.il and Inaprrtor Krrtirh ar j

to be here at twrlve o'tiut-k- . If by.
any chacee I ahonld be a few mlnul.'i
late, aak t lit-'-ii to wait. And. Koaa
ft young wiufiiiii (ru n the Halva4'
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Army will call too, You ran Rlva hfT

tola check."
Roa llrown. who wan Qurat'a ecre-tar-

valet and general fartntuin.
the slip of paper ami plared It

in an rnttiope.
"Thrro are no ollirr Inairurlinlia,

Ir?" he iiuiulred.
"None," gueal replied "You'll look

out for tin wlrrlrna. nml you hml be-
lter aw lit h tin thriuiiili rahle nml trl--

ra ii i nn, iiiiiiiiraili.il on lo l.i'U.I-quurl- .

t ('unir on, l.eiioru."
Tin V left Hie liinite, rlilrrrd the

wuiilliK mil In. .lili" nn. I ilrotc i.'i'.l'l-1- )

(uwiiid tin ii iilliu H of llu rii
II V gillKl'M lliti .iii.l.K Ill" IIUI. IllO'

bile wna hnuTlit lo a tlaii.Mil ill a
point ulirre II aklrtr.l Mir tuilli ruil-wn-

Hut, mul tiutr to tin n.ii.'ii
lioiiHti I. I.ii lie luid iiipulu:ril lur
Ilia leliilr.tiiiiM Willi I It'll n Slir liU'i

(
appari nlly m i ii tlnir ai'prnatii. iitul
I. lie canit mil to In. "I tlirui ut u rr. .n'
Cnmpunleil lit n Klmrt. Ililrk m ill
whom alio Im ru.luriil na Mr ll'.r n

'Tlila Im Mr. Ilmun, the act lien
boaa," ahe inplaliit .1

Mr. Iloniii i.li"i. k h imla.
"Huy, I've Iiiinii ol you, Mr Quett,"

be aiinuiin. til. "Tin tuutig luí lilla
lue yuu uir mum lull rrslril In that
prlHniirr liny lull off tlir mra tirar
here."

"Tliiif o," (Mret inliiill ltd. "Weil
like to ko lo the apnl If we muid "

"That'a iinul iii," the bona re-

plied. "I'll lake tini ailing nn tlm
buiiilrar "

The aertion li turnnl round and
whiatled From a lllilr side l.ark two
men Jumped on to a humlrar. and
brought It around to where Ihev were
atautlliiR A few iml awa the man
who waa iroelliiig a grral, rnl
beaded IrlHliinun aiiil.lenly era Hid bin
effort. Lranliig over his pole, hu
gazed at (Jurat. A iiuldrn ferocity
darkened hla coarse face. He gripped
hla mala by the arm.

"See that bluke there?" he aaked,
pointing al Qiimt

Tha guy with the linen collnr?" the
other answered. "I are hlin."

"That's Queal. the detective." th
Irlrlinian went on hiiirtely. "That'
the man who got me live years In

the henal! 1 tint H the tuun I've
been looking for. You're my male,
Iiiii. vir"

"I gueaa so." the other grunted
"Are you going to try and do hlin In?

"Now then, ynu f. Ilowa," Mora
ahoiiled. "What nrr you hmigliig about
there ft.r Ked Cilia .hi r? Itrli.i Ih
currliige up. You frl'.iwi inn Lave r
smoke for an hour. I'm going to tiher dnwti the line for a lilt.'

The two men obeyed and dlaa-peare-

in the direction of the arrllon
bruñe. Queat looked after tlirm curt
oualy.

"TluttV a b'g fellow," he remarked.
"Wlint did you cull h'm? I . (i.i'n
thrr? I arrin to have urn hnn b
fore."

"He wnn the mni trnuhliMiine f-

ile' un II. r I lie (ini r, nMlioiii Ii he w
llu biKg.Ht worker." tin brt--s repHt-- '

"I'e got live yema In Hie prnlirnilur
ai.tl Hint art nia to have titkrn tin
apirlt out of hlin."

"I biileve I wna In the cam." (Jueat
ohtervril ranii'HKlv

"Thal'H an! Now llirn, young
Mr. lloran hiIvIhiiI, "huid tlKht.j

unil hrre gi'i-s!- i

liny iiiiiliird down the line for
alicul ti: If a mile Then lloran
tirciti ulit tlirm to rtiiiulHtlll.

"Tilla la the spit." he tlerlnred.
"Now, If you wunl in- linpresslntia you
are welrntne to tli"iu All Hie search
bna lern made on i'n rlnl.i hand side
birr mid In New York I've hud my
eye un ihi'l hill fur n lung lime. My
Impri'tmluti la Hint hr h'd tin rr."

"I'll tuke your ii.lt Ire," Qursl de-- '
filed. "We'll uprriul out nnd lake a
lllilr rxprrlfe In hill climbing"

"(inoil lurk lo you!" the hnn ex
claimed

They in arched carefully and dellb--
ernlely for more than half an hour.'
Then l.aura suddenly called out. They
looked around lo find only her head
visible. She acraml,!, d up, muddy and
wllh wet diluting to ber aklrt.

"Say, that guy nf a section boaa
told me to look out for cavea. I've,
been In one, sure enough I Only Just
saved myself."

They hurried to where she waa.
Queal peered Into the declivity down
which she had slipped. Suddenly h
Rave vent to a little eiclamallon. At
the same time Laura called out. An
Inch or two of tweed waa clearly via
Ible through the strewn leavi. Quest
flat on hla stomach, crawled a llltl
way down, took nut hla electric torch
from hla pocket and brushed the slufl

way. Then he clambered to his feet
"Our search la over," lie declared

gravely, "and your (roubles, Leu o ra
That la Macduugal's budy."

face sank Into her handi
fur a moment. Quest stood on on
side while l.aura paaned her arm
around thu oilier girl's wul.it.

Qursl glunrrd at hla watch.
"1 11 have to rii." be said, "but I'll

send someone along, (in i r up, I.e-
nora," he added kindly. "Look aftvl
hrr, Ijiura."
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the spot when be had left tha caff.

Tha chauffeur, who saw blm coming,
slatted up and climbed lo hla teat
Quest took his piare.

"I rive to the or " he ordered.
The man allppi d in his clutch. Tha

were In (he act of gliding off whea
there wna a tremendous report. They
slopped short. The man Jumped down
and looked at the back lira.

"lllowout," he remarked laconically.
Quest frowned.
"How long will It taker
"four minutes," tha man replied.

"t'"e got another wheel ready. Thai's
the queerest blowout I aver aaw,
t'.ough."

The two men leaned over tha (Ire.
Suddenly Quest's expression changed.
Ills hand etoie Into his hip pocket,

"Tom," he explnlned, "that waan't
blowout al all. IxHik here!"

He ml ii t t rl to the small level hole.
Aim nit nl once he stood back and the
p.iiisliliie flathed iiMin the revolver
liiilelird In hit right hand.

"Tluit was a biillrl," he continued.
"Somrone find nt that lire. Tom,
tlirrr's trouble about."

The mini looked nrrvoiis'y around.
"Thiifs n ride bullet, sure," he mut-

ter, d.

"leí on the wheel na tpilrk na you
ran." Quest tllre. . d. "Uric, 1 11 give
ynu n In ml "

Ilr t'..i ... il dottn to ui fiitlen the
inn" w liuii fattened the spare wheel,

ll wat one of lilt rare lilieH, reiilleil
a niiiu ei'l Ino late AlmoHt In hla ears

mi i t'.e li"are rry :

"ll.'iiuN mi. ruvnor! Iliindt tip this
tern d or III l.l. t 'in In hell!"

i. i n i' i r h's shoulder and
l"i. "il luln the fat" of tt fit (!:illnrier,
ra't' .l a Utile nlm-- e Ilie Irvrl nf Hie
mini A very niiy t r volver was
puli led illreiily nt Qurit's l.rnrt.

"Mv mute's not you covered on the
oilu r Flile uf Hie nuitl, ton. Ilaii.lt up,
In. Mi i f or we'll make a .pilt k J. b
uf II."

Qurl nhrurRed Ma shoiildera, threw
lilt revolver Into the roiid and obeyed.
K he did so. the other man stole nut
from I. "liliul a buah and sprang for
ilie (iiniiíTi'ur. who tinder covi r of the
t"ir was atrnlliiK off. There was a
brief struggle, then the dull thud of
tin railway mnn'a r fie fnH'ng on the
tiiaiifTi'iir's henil He rolled over and
lay In Hie road.

"Pltrh him off amongst the bushes,"
Ked Callngher ordered. "Ynu don't
wnnt nnynne who cuines hy to see.
Now lend me a hand with thla chap."

"What do you propose to do with
me?" Quest asked.

"You'll know soon enough." Red r

answered. "A matter of Uve
minutes' talk, to start with. You see
thai handi ar houae?"

"Perfectly well," Queat assented.
"My eyesight Is quite normal."

"(lei there then. I'm a yard behind
yru and my revolver'a pointing for
the middle of your hark."

Quest sprang lightly down from Ihe
mnd, crossed the few Intervening

arils and stepped Into the handcar
house.

(iiillachrr and h'a mate followed
rinse behind. Quest paused on Ihe
Hi reshold.

"lis a filthy dirty hole." he
"Can't we have our little

r'nt out here? Is ll aioney you
WHIH?"

Ciillugher glanrrd around. Thrn
with nn ugly pui-- of Hie shoulder he
nent Quest reeling Into the shed. Ills
(.real form blocked up Hit doorway.

'No." lie cried fiercely, "It's not
motil y I want thla time Quest, you
It il. you tllrfy hlootüinuiid! You
sent im to the pen fur livo years you
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with your cursed prying Into other
people's affaire. Don't you remember
me, eh? Ked Gallagher?"

"Of course 1 do," Quest replied
coolly. "You garroted and robbed an
old man and hud the spree of your life.
The uld man happened to be a friend
of mine, ao I took the trouble to see
that you paid for It. Well?"

"Five years of hell, that's what I
had," the man continued, hla eyea
flnshlng, his face twitching wltb an-g- i

r. "Well, you're going to have
l.l tío bit muru than five years. Thla
shed'a been burnt down twice, sparks
from passing engines. It's going to
be burnt down for (he third time."

"Hounds remark 'lily unpleasant,"
Quest r.iluillied. "Yuu'd belter hurry
or the buns w ill be but k."

('inllat-he- r Dually slammed Hie door.
Q'ust heard the heavy footstepe of
the two men as they turned toward
Ihe section house. llu drew a lllll
case from his pocket.

He opened what seemed to be a
little tiiiihovany box. looked nt l' I.1.1I
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